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CYCLE MAY BE COMPROMISED MESSAGES

Overview

Not all sterilizer cycles run as intended. This can happen for a variety of reasons
such as inadequate utilities, failed or failing components, or mishaps such as a
clogged drain. These circumstances will result in a cycle exception which can take
the form of an alarm, such as a Door Alarm, or a timeout such as a Charge Phase
timeout. Whenever an exception occurs during the cycle, the Primus systems notify
the user with a Cycle May Be Compromised message at the end of the printout
such as the one shown below.

**************************
*   REVIEW THIS REPORT   *
*         COMPROMISED         *
*         CYCLE MAY BE         *
****** ATTENTION!! ******

Additionally, on some Primus control systems, the user interface will also display a
similar message. In such cases, retracting the gasket or opening the door will return
the display to normal operation.

Implications

The Cycle May Be Compromised message does not necessarily indicate an
ineffective cycle run. The intention is to alert the operator to an abnormal condition
encountered during the cycle so that qualified personnel can review the printout to
ascertain the cause for the message and determine if the run was effective. For
instance, a momentary door alarm caused by an improperly aligned door switch will
clear itself when the switch reactivates. Such a condition will be noted on the printout,
but does not indicate a bad run since the Sterilize temperature remained at or above
the set point. However, the Cycle May Be Compromised message will appear at the
end of the run to notify the operator that the alarm occurred. In this case, the cycle
run could be deemed acceptable, and maintenance personnel should be notified of
the problem. On the other hand, if a cycle was advanced past a critical phase of the
sterilization cycle by the user, this condition would also be noted on the printout and
the cycle should be deemed unacceptable.
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Triggering the Message

The following is a list of exceptions that will trigger the Cycle May Be Compromised
message:

- Gasket errors
- Door errors
- Advance button
- Loss of power
- User Advance of any phase
- Chamber Pressure errors
- Over Temperature
- Under Temperature
- Timeout in any phase

Whenever this message is encountered, it is vital that the operator consult
qualified personnel to determine if the cycle run was acceptable. It is also
advised to bring this condition to the attention of the facility’s maintenance personnel
or a qualified ASA to ascertain the root cause of the condition and get it corrected.
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